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Spectrum Test Prep provides the most comprehensive strategies for effective test preparation! Each

book features essential practice in reading, math, and language test areas. The lessons, perfect for

students in grade 3, are presented through a variety of formats and each book includes suggestions

for parents and teachers, as well as answer keys and progress charts.Today, more than ever,

students need to be equipped with the essential skills they need for school achievement and for

success on proficiency tests. The Spectrum series has been designed to prepare students with

these skills and to enhance student achievement. Developed by experts in the field of education,

each title in the Spectrum workbook series offers grade-appropriate instruction and reinforcement in

an effective sequence for learning success. Perfect for use at home or in school, and a favorite of

parents, homeschoolers, and teachers worldwide, Spectrum is the learning partner students need

for complete achievement.
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I bought this book for my 8 1/2-year-old homschooled son. We just moved to a state requiring

standardized testing, and I wanted to get an idea now of how he would do when I still have a year to

work with him. Overall, I found this book to be okay, but not great.Positives1. Relatively

inexpensive.2. Breaks questions within each subject (math, science, language arts) up by category



so that you can easily see which areas need improvement.3. Answer key in the back.Negatives1.

There is really no information about test mechanics. How long does the student have? The practice

tests give you no idea of what time frame they are to be completed in. Or of testing strategies. I also

had no idea if they were the standard length of a "real test" or just a shortened sampling. And there

was no explanation about how the tests are scored (percentiles and such).2. How did he do? The

mini-tests at the end of several sections tell you how many you should get right before moving on.

But the full practice tests for each subject give you no idea of what number of problems would be

normal for a child to miss. So, if my child missed 4 out of 22, would that be average, below average,

or above average?3. Not enough practice questions. Each section is short, then you take the

mini-test after a few sections, and then what do you do if the end result is you need to review? No

more questions to do it with.4. Practice tests not thorough. There was a section with practice

questions on spelling and subject-verb agreement, and then the mini-test for those sections. But the

practice test at the end of the language arts unit didn't have a single spelling or subject-verb

agreement question.
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